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Starting a small engine repair shop is a great way to start your own business if you're mechanically inclined. Startup costs are modest, and the requirements are usually less compared to mechanics working on cars and trucks. In Michigan, for example, there are no state laws that require you to get a license to repair
small engines. According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, a good small engine mechanic makes more than $20 an hour as an employee. As a business owner with overhead and no one to pay your benefits or vacation time, you should consider charging a little more. Small engines cover a broad spectrum of
machinery, including two-blow and four-slaughter engines. If you're just getting started, it might not be realistic to think you can work on every machine your customers can bring to you. Without training, just because you experience working on Honda lawn mowers doesn't necessarily mean you'll be able to diagnose and
repair a Briggs &amp; Stratton portable generator. For some people, especially those who are mechanically inclined, learning if you're going to be able to come naturally. However, it takes time, and you can't expect customers to pay you for the time you learn. After all, no one will want to pay you for six hours of work to a
project that will take someone else an hour. There are a few ways you can develop your mastery of mechanics while working. Taking courses in engine repair is one option. Another is to specialize only in the types of engines you are already experienced with. A third is to be honest with your customers, like, say, I haven't
worked on this kind of car before and then only charge them for the time you spent solving their problem rather than the time you spent learning new skills. Before your business starts, you'll need to write a small business that restores business plan, which sets out such things as: Where you'll work (with good ventilation)
What kind of engines you'll get Where you'll get spare parts How much you need to charge Who your customers need to charge How to earn additional revenue tools and equipment you need and their costs According to Entrepreneur, you should be able to get your business up and running for as little as $10,000. This
can be much less if you already have the tools, and you can work from your own garage. Check state and local government requirements to get a business license, register your business, and whether you should be bound or not. You'll also need commercial insurance for liability and theft. There are many ways to make
additional revenue, such as fixing and reselling used engines and equipment, hiring outdoor generators that you've fixed or refurbished or get manufacturer certification warranty repair work to do. While writing your business plan makes it a point to do market research. Talk to local dealers of the equipment you want to
work on to find out if there is a demand for that type Is, these merchants can be a great source of referrals. Putting a sign in your yard and putting ads on Craigslist will help, but don't expect this type of passive marketing to attract many customers when you start. You will need to get out and talk to people. Go to the local
marina if you're near water or stop by the local farmers' cooperative if you live in the country. Depending on where you live, there's a good chance winter will be your slow season, with demand rising in spring and summer as people realize their lawnmowers, boat cars and leaf blowers don't work properly. Treat everyone
you meet as a potential customer, and if your business ramps up, you should expect the word of the mouth to be your biggest marketing tool. Skip to main contentHome Outdoors LawnTimeComplexityCost Resolve most lawn mower or other small engine starts problems with a simple diagnosis and a carburete cleaning
or rebuilding. This will take only a few hours, and you'll avoid the minimum $70-plus parts recovery account. Carburetor cleanerCarburetor rebuild kitPlastic glovesStiff wireIf you can't get a small engine start, it takes too much pull to get it going, or it runs poorly, asking yourself this: Did it put for a long time with gas in it?
As over the winter? If so, your problem is probably a rusty or gummed-up carburete. Small engine repair stores earn about 50 percent of their revenue by cleaning or replacing carburetions sidelined by old gas. Watch your lawnmower carburete next time you grind the blades or complete a lawnmower tune-up. Before you
start taking things apart, take a minute to confirm that the carburementer is the problem. We will show you how to do this, as well as how to clean, rebuild or replace a lawn mower carburete. Either way, you'll save about an hour of store labor (about $70). You can rebuild the carburete project in a single morning, including
time scouting for parts. Confirm that the fuel valve is on, there is gas in the tank and the spark plug is in good condition. Shoot a one-second burst of aerosol lubricant or carburetor cleaner down the throat of the carburetor. Yank the cord. Note: If the engine runs (even just sputters) and dies, you have a fuel problem. If
there's no life after a couple of tries, it's something more serious and you have to catch the engine to your garage for some detective work. Test for Gas at the CarburetorClamp of the fuel line.Compress the spring clamp and slide it backwards on the fuel line. Pull the tube off the carburete nipple and catch the gas in a
small bowl. Note: If no gas comes out of the fuel line, you have a plugged-in fuel line or fuel filter. Complete DIY projects like a pro! Sign up for our newsletter! Do it right, do it yourself! Use a soak or nut driver to remove the two bolts that hold the carburement to remove the engine. Unlearn the cable of the carburet
linking. Place the carburete in a container (to catch the gas). Look for Rust Open the Carburement Tray to check out If the inside of the carburete is rusty, it must be replaced. Even after cleaning, the rust will clog the jets and small orifices and limit the flow of gas. If there is no rust in the carburement, you can choose to
rebuild it rather than replace it. But rebuilding isn't always cheaper, and it might not even do the trick. Sometimes you can buy a new carburement for less than (or pretty darn close to) the cost of rebuilding kit plus the cost of the chemicals. We always just replace bad carbuyers rather than rebuild them. If you choose to
rebuild, follow the steps below: Dissect the carburete on your WorkbenchStart the disassemble from below (bowl, float, needle, seat, etc.) and hold all the parts together. Pro tip: Shoot digital photos for help during rethink. Match the new gaskets and O-rings in the carburet repair kit to the old ones. Put the used gaskets
and O-rings you'll throw away, and any parts of the kit you don't need. Make the PartsWire all the larger parts together and drop them into a bucket of carburement cleaner. Turn off the small parts in a piece of aluminum screen or use a fine flour basket, and also leave it in the bucket. Note: New/replacement parts need
not be cleaned. Let the parts soak for one hour. Rethink the CarburetErInse all the parts with water and blow them dry with compressed air. Rethink the old and new carburet parts and mount it on the engine. Follow the instructions in the kit for adjusting the idle speed and mixture. Fire up your engine and listen to it purr!
Whether you're buying parts from a local small engine repair shop or online, you may need all this information: Machine brand (Toro, Snapper, Honda, etc.), model and serial number. Engine marking and serial number (Tecumseh, Briggs &amp;amp; Stratton, Honda, etc.). The engine model and serial number are usually
located on a plate above the spark plug. You may also need numbers of the old carburetor itself, usually stamped on the carbohydrate body or its mounting flange. You can buy locally, or try smallenginepartswarehouse.com or psep.biz. Consumer Reports' Tightwad Tod blog evokes the value of holding onto your clunker
car rather than trade—a well maintained, reliable clunker, that is. The magazine's car writers suggest that despite everything your friends, parents or mechanic tells you, the best rule for necessary service is the recommended maintenance schedule in your owner's manual. What are the non-essential items you can
usually do without? This includes radiator coil and new fuel filters... To avoid getting unnecessary work, make a copy of the recommended service page, show it to the service manager and say, that's what I want. Simple, but something most car owners rarely considered. Press the link for other tips to know when your
clunker is past his prime. Photo by berzowska. Hold on to that clunker! [Tightwad Tod] Sold over 200 manuals on everything from Bugeye Sprites to bye John Haynes, he from Haynes Repair Manuals, passed away on Friday, Feb. 8, after a short illness. The man's contribution to the world of professional and amateur
mechanics, as well as The Dismal Swamp known as the project vehicle, cannot be overstated. His manuals have sold more than 200 million copies since the first instruction guide appeared for an Austin Healey Bugeye Sprite in 1966. His first tussle with publication came in his teens. He sent to boarding school in Kent,
England, the company obituary says, he convinced his Housemaster to allow him to miss rugby and... [convert] An Austin 7 in a more lightweight sporty Austin 7 'Special.' His classified ad to sell the car received so much attention that he made a booklet called Building a 750 Special explaining how to build the car. The
first 250 copies sold out in 10 days. While placed in Aden in the RAF in the 1960s, a fellow airman asked Haynes to help rebuild a Bugeye Sprite. It didn't take long for Haynes to realize that the factory manual wasn't written for the hobby wreckage, so Haynes bought a camera and photographed and rebuilt the
breakdown. Then he wrote his first tutorial, full of photos and elaborate diagrams and published them in 1966. This time, the first print run of 3,000 copies sold out in under 90 days. I recently re-joined the Haynes Brotherhood myself. Right now, I'm spending an unexpectedly large amount of time getting dirt under a 1994
Toyota Land Cruiser that I'll be driving from L.A. to Tierra del Fuego. I wanted a project truck, I purchased The Manhattan Project. Not doing this kind of work since the 1980s, I bought the Toyota factory store manual to help. As Haynes did 55 years ago, I quickly realized the FSM explained about one in every 10 steps I
needed. But instead of creating my own repair book, a few clicks and Now Buy Haynes' dark blue illustrated recovery bible got on my doorstep in 48 hours. The manuals' success leads to branching out outside traditional vehicles, publishing manuals on the space shuttle, the Large Hadron Collider, the Millennium Falcon,
and the American Enterprise among others. Then the company branched out outside man-made objects, publishing manuals on bees, babies, body transformations, women and more. Thirteen years after that first book in 1966, the Haynes publishing group went public on the London Stock Exchange. In 1985, Haynes
founded the International Motor Museum in Somerset, England, which now has more than 400 cars in his collection. On top of the 200 million sales, Haynes received an honour from the Open University, and the Order of the British Empire (OBE) for services to publication. Haynes was 80 years old. He is survived his
wife, Annette, his brother and sister, two sons and five grandchildren. 2021 Ford Bronco First Drive | Worthy of the name 20 The Aston Martin DBS Superleggera leads this month's list of discount 7 Junkyard Gem: 1992 Toyota Previa All-Trac with Five-Speed Manual Transfer 2 2 Volvo XC90 Review | The Swedish
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